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UM RECEIVES LARGE SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTION 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana has received a $125,000 gift from the Charlotte Martin 
Foundation of Seattle to support the Charlotte Yeoman Martin Endowed Scholarship.
The Martin Foundation gift is part of the University’s historic $100 million Invest in 
Discovery campaign to raise money for scholarships and fellowships, faculty positions, 
academic programs and new or renovated facilities. Since the campaign began in 2003, more 
than 470 undergraduate scholarships and 58 graduate fellowships have been created or 
enhanced.
This scholarship will improve the University’s ability to recruit top students from 
Montana high schools and allow more students from those high schools to attend UM .
Teresa Branch, UM vice president for student affairs, said the Martin Scholarship will 
have great impact on the University’s ability to attract highly qualified and motivated students.
“The amount of financial assistance that an institution offers is often the key factor 
when a student is trying to decide where to go to college. Our academic programs are among 
the finest in the Northwest, and the Charlotte Yeoman Martin Endowed Scholarship will help 
us compete for the best students,” she said. “The Charlotte Martin Foundation will create new
-more-
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opportunities for Montana’s young people to study with top-notch faculty at The University of 
Montana.”
The scholarship honors native Montanan Charlotte Yeoman Martin, who was born in 
Butte in 1919, and spent her early years in the Basin area and in Anaconda. Her husband was 
Los Angeles Rams owner Dan Martin, son of a former Washington governor.
Martin’s interests in conservation and in ensuring that young people would have access 
to enriching experiences in education, culture and athletics prompted her to establish the 
Charlotte Martin Foundation in 1987. The foundation has funded conservation and scholarship 
programs primarily in the Northwest.
Tuition costs make it difficult for Montana families to manage a college education for 
their children. Montana’s median income of $34,375 ranks 46th in the nation; more than 67 
percent of UM students receive some sort of financial aid. Students who must take out loans to 
finance their education are graduating with an ever-increasing debt load, now averaging 
$23,000. The amount may be daunting for men and women who will begin their careers at the 
low end of the salary scale. Rather than pricing a UM education out of the reach of talented 
students, the University relies on private support such as the Charlotte Yeoman Martin 
Endowed Scholarship.
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